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A boy from Calcutta, a stunning app called Calcuta 
 

Kolkata, October 27, 2015. Almost exactly 38 years after he left 
Calcutta, C Y Gopinath comes back with a Pujo gift for the city he 
loves more than any other — and it’s a stunning little calculator app 
called Calcuta.  

Those who have used Calcuta swear by it — it’s simply like no 
calculator you’ve ever seen, with its blue radial numeric keypad and 
stark black background. It is stunning, elegant and intuitive to use, 
forgiving of errors, and addresses many of the common frustrations 
of people who use calculators in daily life. 

“I made a list of everyday difficulties that I face with my calculator, 
and decided to re-invent the app from the ground up,” says Gopi. 
“For instance, in a calculator you can lose your whole calculation if 
you are interrupted while typing. When you come back, you’re never 
sure what was the last thing you typed. 

“The best thing about Calcuta is its edit screen. You can swipe the screen aside and 
instantly see an editable list of everything you’ve typed so far,” says Gopi. “Very few other 
calculators have such effortless ease of use.” 

Long-time residents of Calcutta might remember C Y 
Gopinath as the intrepid young reporter who worked 
with the iconic JS magazine (Junior Statesman), in the 
1970s, winning awards for his impersonation stories in 
which he lived as a shoeshine boy, a circus clown, a 
bell hop, an Arab, and others, to experience other 
people’s lives. 

In his various avatars since then, Gopinath has been a 
creative director in India’s largest advertising agency; 
directed Nothing Serious, an 8-part satirical TV series; 
composed music for stage musicals, including You’re A 
Good Man, Charlie Brown in Calcutta; and worked all over east and south Africa to help 
communities fight AIDS; worked with the UN to fight emerging infectious diseases in 
southeast Asia.  

In between all this, he found the time to write two books, a travelogue called Travels with the 
Fish, and his first novel, The Book of Answers, which went on to be shortlisted for the 
Commonwealth Book Prize 2012 for Best Fiction. 

In his latest foray, the 63 year old communicator has taught himself programming and 
reinvented the calculator. “ 
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But why a calculator? Two reasons, says Gopi. The calculator is one of the most commonly 
used daily utility apps. And the calculator interface has remained unchanged almost since 
the 1960s, when the first Casio handheld calculators came out. 

And why Calcuta? “That was a no-brainer,” says Gopi. “Calcuta is one syllable short of 
calculator. So we just called it Calcuta, with just one t.” 

Calcuta is available for download from the Apple App Store. By Christmas, Gopinath will 
launch the Android version, a Bengali version with an option Bengali keypad, and a 
special Hindi version in Indian  flag colors and Hindi keypad.
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