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International Expo-cum-Conference on
FIRE PROTECTION, PREVENTION, DISASTER RELIEF, SAFETY, SECURITY AND SURVEILLANCE 

Kolkata, 19th Feb, 2015: “Emphasis needs to be given not only on invention of modern fire 
fighting measures, but to practice them in a systematic and timely  manner to avoid 
possibility of catastrophe in times of exigency”, Mr. Javed Ahmed Khan, Hon’ble Minister 
–in-charge Fire & Emergency Services, Govt. Of West Bengal
Addressing the Inaugural Session at the International Expo-cum-Conference on Fire 
protection, prevention, disaster relief, safety, security and surveillance, the Chief Guest, 
Mr. Javed Ahmed Khan, Hon’ble Minister –in-charge Fire & Emergency Services, Govt Of 
West Bengal talked about the relevance of conferences and workshops on fire prevention and 
management of disasters to reduce the risk of destruction. He highlighted the importance of 
getting shielded from accidental fire break outs at buildings, hospitals, complexes and other 
facility centres. The industrial bodies and corporates along with the stakeholders involved in 
the business of construction must be familiarized with the modern fire preventive measures, 
spark detection and extinguishing systems to avoid the occurrences of unwanted affairs of fire 
outbreaks. While discussing about the latest initiatives undertaken by West Bengal Government, 
he pointed out that a lot of advancement has been taken place in terms of getting equipped 
with modern amenities, trained fire fighters and upgrade them in terms of manpower and 
equipments. In this regard he mentioned about the latest technology of sky cam which would 
help to escape the fire outbreak in advance. He pointed out that water scarcity is the primary 
concern in Kolkata Municipality Area to fight fire. However to tackle this problem the 
Government is setting up deep tube wells and other form of settings in areas with zero surface 
water.  He mentioned that West Bengal having a high population density with a population of 
around 9 crores, it seems quite difficult to reach out every nook and corner of the state with  
modern devices and make all relevant stakeholders aware of the functioning and maintenance 
of these equipments. He invited all corporate bodies and industry units to come forward and 
participate in local innovation of protective measures to put off the possibility of fire 
incidences. They must work together to materialize the concept of new portable fire stations. 
He mentioned in this line that Government of West Bengal has purchased 400 portable pumps to 
fight the accidental events of fire at places with no fire fighting mechanism. In case of 
emergency at any part of the state, at least one pump along with trained personnel can be sent 
at the location. He believes that as technology is progressing very fast with the passage of time, 
the industry, institutional bodies must become more conscious about the forfeits of fire. Small 
necessary steps including regularized fire audits needs to be initiated by them. He assured that 
Government will always try to extend hands of co-operation in every form to build a safer 
environment for the inhabitants of the state. 
 While delivering his Special Address, Dr. K. C. Wadhwa, DIG (Fire), CISF, stated that the 
specialization in fire safety and management tools needs to be shifted across sectors to call for 
a safer future .The industry must prepare themselves  more steadily to battle the fire outbreaks 
by getting furnished with modern fire fighting apparatus. The industry and factories must put 
their house in order being a very important part of the society. Mock drills should be conducted 
once in a year with local fire and emergency department personals. It is required to do the gap 
analysis and take necessary steps .It is very important to examine the existing difference 
between the available equipments and the required ones.



 During the address of Mr. Sankha Datta, DGM (HS&E), Indian Oil Corporation, he said that the   
contemporary fire preventive methodologies practiced at different countries must also be 
introduced in India which can be exercised by all PSUs for proper operation and maintenance. 
The surprise audits should take place more frequently so that the organizations can get ready to 
fight fire without any prior preparation. Compliance with OISD codes by all relevant 
organizations also need to be ensured. Training programs must be arranged for security 
personnels and contract labours who are actively involved in the operations.
Mr. Gour Prasad Ghosh, Director, West Bengal Fire & Emergency Services, Govt. of West 
Bengal during his address stated that fire safety has become the most important attribute for 
any infrastructure project in India. The high-rise buildings, complexes, shopping malls and 
multiplexes must be well outfitted with necessary safety and security devices to fight with 
natural and human driven calamities like fire. He stressed on designing the appropriate layouts 
for new buildings under construction and installation of protective apparatus. He also feels it is 
essential to have an in depth knowledge of latest technology.
In the conference the Welcome Address and Vote of Thanks were delivered by Dr. Rajeev 
Singh, Director General, Indian Chamber of Commerce and Mr. D.P Biswas, Ex-ADG & OSD, 
West Bengal Fire & Emergency Services respectively.
The two day conference cum exhibition witnessed a whooping participation of relevant stake 
holders, big industries, consultants & others.
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